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The impact of a reviewer on a given films box office performance is a matter of debate. 
Some observers claim that movie marketing in the 2000s is so intense, well-coordinated and 
well financed that reviewers cannot prevent a poorly written or filmed blockbuster from 
attaining market success. However, the cataclysmic failure of some heavily promoted films 
which were harshly reviewed, as well as the unexpected success of critically praised 
independent films indicates that extreme critical reactions can have considerable influence. 
Other observers note that positive film reviews have been shown to spark interest in little- 
known films. Conversely, there have been several films in which film companies have so 
little confidence that they refuse to give reviewers an advanced viewing to avoid widespread 
panning of the film. However, this usually backfires, as reviewers are wise to the tactic and 
warn the public that the film may not be worth seeing and the films often do poorly as a 
result. Journalist film critics are sometimes called film reviewers. Critics who take a more 
academic approach to films, through publishing in film journals and writing books about 
films using film theory or film studies approaches, study how film and filming techniques 
work, and what effect they have on people. Rather than having their reviews published in 
newspapers or appearing on television, their articles are published in scholarly journals or 
up-market magazines. They also tend to be affiliated with colleges or universities as 
professors or instructors. 


The Chinese film industry had lost US billion by March 2020, having closed all its cinemas 
during the Lunar New Year period that sustains the industry across Asia.2 North America 
saw its lowest box office weekend since 1998 between March 13-15.3 Demon Slayer: Mugen 
Train, the highest-grossing film of 2020, earned 3 million worldwide.4 It was the first time 
since 2007 that the top-grossing film of a given year had earned less than billion and the 
first time a non-American film was the top-grossing film of the year.5 


Disney also postponed the releases of Antlers and The New Mutants, but not Black 
Widow.100 This is speculated to be because the other films are standalone, while moving 
Black Widow - the first film of the Marvel Cinematic Universe: Phase Four - would affect 
the development and distribution of the future Marvel Cinematic Universe and the Marvel 
Disney+ works, with Disney holding off on an early postponement announcement until 
March 17, when they postponed Black Widow and their other May releases, The Personal 
History of David Copperfield and The Woman in the Window.101102 Though it had earlier 
been speculated that Black Widow would be able to take Marvels November release date 
planned for Eternals,18 it was not initially given a new date. On April 3, 2020, Black Widow 
was rescheduled to November 6, 2020, taking the release date of the aforementioned 
Eternals. Three months later, on July 25, 2020, Disney announced that Antlers would get its 
new release date of February 19, 2021, nearly a year later after its original release.103 In 
August 2020, Disney announced that it cancelled the theatrical release of Mulan in North 
America and would premiere the film on Disney+ with Premier Access instead. It went on to 
have a theatrical release in select countries, including China.104105106 On September 23, 
Disney postponed Black Widow to May 7, 2021, Death on the Nile to December 18, 2020, 
and West Side Story to December 10, 2021. As a result, Eternals was also delayed to 
November 5, 2021, in order to maintain the MCU continuity.107 
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